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A Message From the East

Brethren,

As we step into July, we enter our summer recess and our lodge
will be dark in July and August. This is a time for all of us to rest,
recharge, and spend valuable moments with family.

Though we are dark, our work continues. I’'m thrilled to an-
nounce that we have our annual picnic planned for the first
week of August—details will follow soon. Additionally, we have
set the date for our beloved Santa Breakfast—mark your calen-

dars for December 12th. Inside this issue

In the meantime, preparations will be underway for our Master A Message From The East ........... 1

Mason degree, which will serve as our inspection in the second Greetings From The West............ 2

meeting in September. We will begin practice sessions in late From The Sunny South ............ 2

July or early August, and | encourage all members of the degree Upcoming EVents! ................... 3

team to make time for this critical set of rehearsals. Fellowcraft Degree Highlights .....4
Pig Roast Recap.....cccovvereereueeenennnnne 5

As we enjoy the summer months, let us remember that even
during times of rest, we continue to build ourselves as Masons.
| hope you all enjoy this season and return refreshed for the
exciting work ahead. Special points of interest

e “Luminosity” The Month of
June in Masonic History

Fraternally,

Rodrigo Maltarollo
Worshipful Master, Temple Lodge No. 16
2026



Greetings From The West

Brothers!

| hope you’re all staying cool in this summer heat. | encourage you to take
some time to recharge and enjoy your families.

Time away from Lodge always gives me a chance to reflect and return ready
for the second half of the year.

| hope to see you at the summer picnic. | can’t wait to be seated in Lodge
with you again and share in our brotherhood.

Fraternally yours,

Bro. Andrew Kazimer—Senior Warden ~ 2026

Tidings From The South

Greetings Brothers!

Summer Solstice has arrived!

For me that means frequent visits from the grandchildren whereby | set up all
of the various water toys stored in my shed into what often looks like a make-
shift water park! There will be grilling outside with family and friends, day trips
to here and there | am sure. Taking time to just relax outside and enjoy what
will hopefully be a summer with great weather with beverage of choice in
hand, of course!

The year is just flying by as it always seems to do. | hope that all of you have
plans in place this summer to enjoy the many traditions established with your
families.

| hope to see you at the Temple 16 Summer Picnic (firm date to be an-
nounced?) and wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer.

Travel Light my Brothers!

Bro. Phil Sharkey, Jr. - Junior Warden ~ A.L. 6026
Email: papershark2003@gmail.com
Call/Text: 617-803-6462




Upcoming Events

NO STATED COMMUNICATION LODGE MEETINGS IN JULY & AUGUST
GAME NIGHTS WILL CONTINUE IN THE SUMMER: JULY 31st & AUGUST 28th—7:00pm

July 9th: CMTA Meeting: All Temple Lodge no. 16 Brothers Welcome

7:30PM —Fellowcraft Room

August 13th: CMTA Meeting: All Temple Lodge no. 16 Brothers Welcome

7:30PM —Fellowcraft Room

Fun Phrase of the Month

“NIP IT IN THE BUD”

This phrase was apparently first
recorded in The Woman-hater, a Fran-
cis Beaumont and John Fletcher
play of 1607 (“l do confess | am too
easy, too much woman, / Not coy
enough to take affection; / Yet | can
frown, and nip a passion, / Even in
the bud”). Its precise origin | un-
clear. Some suggest that it stems
from late frosts, which destroy
flower buds that have not yet blos-
somed. On the other hand, it could
allude to the process of pinching off
an overabundance of buds on a
plant or a tree in order to increase
the energy going to the remaining
buds and flowers. This practice was
common in Elizabethan times. In
either case, the phrase refers to
halting something before it really
gets going.

... and now you know

Lodge Building Monthly Meeting Schedule

Rainbow Girls:
Amaranth:
Order of the Easter Star:

Day Spring #30 Masonic Lodge:

Temple Lodge No.16:

First and Third Sunday
Second Monday

First and Third Tuesday
First Wednesday

First and Third Thursday
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Fellowcraft Degree Conferred at May 7th

Stated Communication.

May 7th, 2026

Congratulations to Brother Manny Blijden
who was passed to the Degree of Fel-
lowcraft on May 7th, 2026.

The degree was performed by Worshipful
Master Rodrigo Maltorolla and a full com-
pliment of Temple 16 officers.

After an “Asian Bistro” style dinner, with
better than 20 brothers in attendance and
well-fed, the Fellowcraft Degree was por-
trayed by the degree team conveying the
lessons of the Fellowcraft with all due
reverence and intention.

Also, in attendance was Brother Fred Ma-
rotti, RW District Deputy at Large who
ended the evening closing with his re-

marks, congratulations to Bro. Manny and
high praise for the degree team’s perfor-
mance.

The Working Tools were presented by
Brother John O’Reilly, the long version
Middle Chamber Lecture by WB Phil
Sharkey Ill, Steward’s Lecture by Brothers
Kevin Ferguson & John O’Reilly, and the
Charge by WB Mark Orsini.

Many thanks to all the brothers on the
degree team for the many hours spent
preparing for a fine degree.

Let’s continue to support Brother Manny
in his pursuit of proficiency in the Fel-
lowcraft as he prepares to receive the
Sublime Degree of Master Mason!




Scenes from th

in Pig Roast

June 18,2026

About 35 brothers were in attendance for Temple No. 16’s last stated communication before the
Summer break for the Hawaiian Shirt night and Pig Roast.

Many thanks go our to our “pig crew” Andrew Kazimer, WB Phil Sharkey IIl, WB Bruce Taylor, Ty-
ler Della Valle & his fiancé Victoria, Phil Sharkey Jr., John O’Reilly & WB Eric Desmond for spend-
ing the entire day roasting the pig and preparing a fabulous feast!

Other events of the evening included a presentation to WB Eric Gunther of his 20 year pin. Also,
many thanks for the generosity of WB Eric Desmond who donated a new America Flag to the
lodge. After our meal, several brothers (many military veterans) went out to the flag pole where a
spontaneous ceremony to retire the current US Flag with the new one was performed. The old
flag was respectfully retired and new one raised to a round of applause by the brethren.




SOME NEED FERTILE SOIL TO GROW

Submitted by: R.W. Bro. David Stewart

Some of us need extra help achieving the goals we set for ourselves.
There are individuals who seem to thrive regardless of the circumstanc-
es they face. They are much like hardy plants such as Catmint, Ice Plant,
Lantana, Black-Eyed Susan, Coreopsis ‘Moonbeam,” Switchgrass, or Se-
dum able to withstand drought, poor soil, harsh weather, and still flour-
ish.

Yet not every plant grows under the same conditions. Some require fer-
tile soil, consistent watering, careful attention, and protection from the
elements before they can reach their full potential.

The same is true for men and Masons. While some appear naturally re-
silient, others need encouragement, instruction, mentorship, and pa-
tience before their gifts begin to bloom. Most of us can remember the
first time we were called upon to do something important. Whether it
was in school, on a new job, in church, or within the Lodge, there was
uncertainty. We worried about making mistakes, sounding foolish, or
failing in front of others. We questioned whether we were capable.

The truth is that growth often begins in discomfort. The seed planted
by itself was good, but its growth and success depended on the condi-
tion of the soil, and the remaining items relevant to its continued
growth. Likewise, every brother who enters the Lodge possesses poten-
tial. The question is not whether the seed is good, but whether it is
planted in an environment that nurtures growth. Freemasonry is de-
signed to provide that fertile soil.




The lessons of our ritual, the guidance of experienced brothers, the study of
our teachings, and the practice of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth create an
atmosphere where a man can develop intellectually, morally, and spiritually.
Yet growth still requires effort from the individual Mason.

Others may encourage us, teach us, and guide us, but ultimately, we must do
the work.

We must study, must listen, and must apply the lessons we receive. This is
why we receive these instructions.

In Masonry, proficiency is not merely about memorization; it is about transfor-
mation. The working tools are not intended only for ritualistic instruction, but
for shaping the rough ashlar of our character into something worthy and use-
ful, a perfect ashlar.

Brothers, never compare your growth to another man’s journey. Some trees
grow quickly; others take years to establish deep roots. What matters is not
how fast you advance, but that you continue moving forward.

A Brother who asks questions; is growing, who studies is growing, who ac-
cepts correction is growing, who keeps showing up despite difficulties is grow-
ing.

May your seed fall upon good soil. May you cultivate your mind through study,
your spirit through faith, and your character through labor. Believe in yourself,
trust the process, and remember that every lesson learned and every degree
earned brings you one step closer to becoming the man you were created to
be.

A Freemason’s journey is not a sprint, it is a marathon. Each step, no matter
how small, brings you closer to that finish line.

SO MOTE IT BE!!!
RW David J. Stewart
Grand Historian
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
BROTHER!
]
JULY BIRTHDAYS!
Michael Joseph  Wright 7/2/1987
David Edward  Berger 7/6/1942
Jason Paul Polaski 7/16/1978
Robert J. Larsen 7/17/1939
Allen Gould Meyerjack 7/24/1939
]
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS!
Philip Dorrance Cogle Jr 8/10/1946
Prasad S. Sureddi 8/10/1951
Jesse R. Cafourek 8/19/1969
Mithie Tharson 8/23/1949
Frederick George  Klimowicz 8/26/1956



Temple Lodge No. 16 ~ 2026 Officers

Worshipful Master:  Rodrigo Maltarollo
Senior Warden:  Andrew Kazimer
Junior Warden:  Phil Sharkey, Jr.

Treasurer:  WB Phil Sharkey IlI

Secretary: WB Mark Orsini

Senior Deacon Kevin Ferguson Tiler Jeffrey Summers
Junior Deacon Jonathan Hartman Organist WB John Lesky
Senior Steward Kevin Dwyer Historian RWB David Stewart
Junior Steward School of Instruction
Chaplain WB Eric Desmond Assistant Secretary WB Stuart Post
Marshal Tyler Delavalle Project Manager WB Phil Sharkey, Il

Almoner Jonathan Hartman

Trustees (3-year terms)
Kevin Ferguson, (‘26) ~ Rob Lawonka, (‘27) ~ WB Stuart Post, (‘28)

CMTA—(3-year terms)

President: WB Steve Blake, (29) Eric Martone, (29) Sean Caruthers, (27)
Vice President: WB Bruce Taylor, (28) Kevin Dwyer, (‘27) WB Rodrigo Maltarollo, (WM)
Treasurer: WB Fred Cargill, (‘28) RWB David Stewart, (29) Andrew Kazimer, (SW)
Secretary: Tyler Della Valle, (28) Jon Fischer, (29) Phil Sharkey, Jr., (JW)
Rental Agent: WB Stuart Post WB Mark Orsini (SEC)
B T
Living Masters of Temple Lodge No. 16
1968 WB Wayne Davidson 2000 WB John Lesky 2015,16 WB Jonathan Martin
1980 RWB George Nousianinen 2004 WB Royal Watrous 2017,18 WB Stuart Post
1982,83,95 WB Kenneth Baril 2005 WB Michael Candela 2019 WB Steven Blake
1984,2002 WB Stephen Eberle 2006 WB John Attwood 2020 WB Fred Cargill
1989 WB James Sygrove 2007 WB Philip Reed 2021,22 WB Philip Sharkey, IlI
1990 WB William Maturo 2008 WB Roger Jackson 2023 WB Jason Polaski
1991 WB John Sturges 2010 WB Michael Bonini 2024 WB Bruce Taylor
1996 WB James Parys 2011,14 WB Steven Canada 2025 WB Eric Desmond
1997 WB Garret Post 2012 WB Eric Gunther
1998 WB Carmen Spizzoucco 2013 WA Eric Sliver

Living Past Masters of Other Lodges & Members of Temple Lodge No. 16

RWB Gary Matican Cosmopolitan #125 1991,95,2003 WB Mark Orsini Liberty-Continental #76 2012,14,16,17
RWB David Berger Cosmopolitan #125 2005 WB Steven Canada Day Spring #30 2016,17

WB Roger Jackson Cosmopolitan #125 2009 WB Gordon Hurlbert  Granite #119 2023,24

RWB Robert Knowles Center #197 2006 WB Garret Post Ashlar #332 2023

WB Emory Meyerjack Ashlar-Aspetuck #142 2010

B



